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N ata I a enter for Executive Education (CEE) student, Matalya
Dametkina, gave hotel uniforms a new lease of life with

her designs - showcased in the "Corporate Catwalk” at

the Dubai Hotel Show in July, She won first prize and an
internship, which commences this month, with a local designer.
Campus Journal spoke to Natalya about her design aspirations.

Where it all began

My micther has incredible taste and she ahways dressed me in her own designs — mastly handmads - embroiderad clothing,
knit-waear, even hand-stitched fur coats. Sometimes, | refuzed togo to kindergarten, just because | didn't have a new dress
to imipress. 5ol got "spaoilt” by fashion at a young age. And, of course, | liked to dress my dolls wehen | was growing up.

Inspiring forces
O teacher, Dimple Chandavar at CEE, usually gets some information via e-mall about competitions and encour-
ages us to participate. | waork full-time at a hotel as a receptionist and the issue of uniforms i very close to my
heart. | hear fram my colleagues that they would prefer to wear what = comfortable. | am a working student.
Because | already knew the demands of working at a hotel, | could save some tinme, My designs were based onwhat
Iwiould ideally like to wear and what | would ideally like my colleagues to wear.

The Hotel Show has already been hald for a few years at the Dubal Exhibition Center. This year, the organizers
wanted to splos it up with a "Cornporate Catwalk! Ower three days, different companies presented thair uniforms
an the catwalk and thers was the competition amandst students for the best uniform design.

There were many departments of the hotel to choose from - the front office, secunty, fine dining, coffee
shop and spa - and we were required to choose at least three departments and to provide sketch drawings of
uniforms for both the sexes. The winning desian would be produced by the sponsoring company, Ronal. Ronal
is a company that supples uniforms and other catering equipment to hotels. The partcipants’ creations were
displayed on the stands, 5o that exhibitors and visitors could have a look. | believe there were about nine
participants,
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Winning gold
| chose to design uniforms for the reception, fine diming and security departments for both the sexes. \We
were not given any instructions. 5o | thought about what | waould like to wear and what | would like my
colleagues to weear. Maostly, im Dubai, they use a kot of embellishments such as embroidery and cobors. |
decided to use it as well, but with more conservative colors, since the wearers will still be at work. Smaill
details like red flowers or a little embraidery go very far to make them a little interesting. | also thowght
pants would be more comfortable than skirts, which was what | noticed at my place of work,
| went on the first day of the exhibition to see the stands | 'was both nervous and excited at the
same time. | took some pictures ard of course, checked cut my competitors, Onthe second day, my
nama was announced as the winner and | finally saw my creation on a model | had mixed feelings,
because | wanted to check all the details of the uniform first and then go on stage with it. But in
reality, | didn't hawe time to even look at the uniform | had designed for female receptionists, which
the sponsor had selected to make and exhibit for the showe | think the scariest mament was when
| had oy first imterviesw ever after the winner was announced. | wasn't prepared at all
Wy prizes were a wesk-kong intemship with a designer at the Bonai comparny which desians
hotel uniforms, a certificate and a dinner for twe — which | haven't used yet - at the JW Marriott.

Simple ambitions
Ire thee near future, | see myself completing my week-long intemship award first, then completing
miy studies in February and participating in more competitions, Eventually, | hope to work as a
desigrer and start a family in Dubai,

Words of wisdom

| et think I'im in & position to acdvise ather aspining designess. | think | shauld be the cne receiving advice!
| just wish them inspiration and the luck to find their muses, Remember, “yesterday” is history, “tomanmaw® is
a rriystery and *today” is a gift, (From the Kung Fu Ponda movie) S




