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I use shortcuts when I'm sending messages
because it's better instead of wasting time writing
out the whole word. Even though there is a
predictive text or dictionary option, it takes time
to actually switch to it - and not all the words are
included in the dictionary, especially names says
Sridevi Achaiah, Human resources, Centre for
Executive Education (CEE).

Languages evolve to keep pace
with changing times

Gulf News Report
Published: May 23, 2008, 00:19

Dubai: If there is e-government, e-
commerce, e-banking, the inevitable
must happen: e-language.

Yes, we have already seen the evolution
of the English language from Elizabethan
English during the era of Shakespeare to
modern English used today. And we have
witnessed that revolution called
Americanism.

As the world becomes smaller with the
means of communications undergoing a
mini revolution with each passing day, it
is but natural that a language would
evolve to communicate that must faster.
Purists might cringe, but the language is
changing because of communication
devices @ ur fingertips.

Millions of text messages fly around the
world every day, and most people Gulf
News spoke to said they were guilty of
using the abbreviations. Is this the
language of the future? May be, may be
not. But for the moment this is the lingo
most often used to communicate in
today's fast paced world.

According to Belinda Palubiski, English
Faculty at Dubai Men's College (DMC),
the use of abbreviated forms of the
English language dates back to the early
1970s.

The language developed further with the
advent of the internet chat rooms, where
users would abbreviate some words to
allow quick responses. The trend became
even more pronounced with SMSs (short
messaging service).

Palubiski said she spots a couple of
messaging-related errors in her work,
the most common one being 'u' for the
word you. "Language must change to
survive," Palubiski said. "Because Latin
didn't change, the language died."

And if you log into an Arabic chat room
you might be puzzled. A native English
speaker would not understand a word,
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